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DEL RIO NEWS HERALD 
Home still on the horizon 

By Bill Sontag 
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Part II of II 
 
“I’m going to need to clean every piece of clothing and equipment that was exposed to air and water here 
in New Orleans,” said Capt. Ken Hall, public affairs chief, Laughlin Air Force Base. Monday, Hall received 
a “tentative re-deploy order,” a welcome suggestion that he might be coming home to family, friends and 
coworkers in Del Rio soon. 
 
Some hours later the possibility was put on hold, though Hall had hoped to mark POW/MIA Recognition 
Day at Laughlin Friday. 
 
Though floodwaters are receding, albeit gradually, from New Orleans’ stately boulevards, once colorful 
streets and picturesque alleys, the flood now is a rising tide of military personnel. The 82nd Airborne 
Division, the unit to which Hall is attached, is adding thousands to its strength in the historic Algiers 
neighborhood across the Mississippi River from the French Quarter. 
 
Sunday, Hall explained that rescue, recovery and security troop strengths are complemented by 1st 
Cavalry Division units from Fort Hood, Texas. The 82nd, Hall said, will continue waterborne and foot 
search-and-rescue using Humvees and Zodiac boats. In addition, the troops, multiple agency employees, 
and volunteers are clearing debris in several parts of the Crescent City, and Hall goes along to satisfy the 
needs of news media to see the operations.  
 
“I mean, it’s such a huge American effort,” Hall exclaimed Sunday, adding that it’s a “purple suit” 
occasion. “There are not blue suits here, no green suits. We just think of ourselves as ‘purple suits,’ all 
working for the same cause.” Another “purple suit” assignment prepared him for such interagency 
cooperation. 
 
Hall may have been picked for duty in this now melancholy metropolis because of his three-year 
experience communicating effectively with those who lost loved ones in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 
Sunday, his wife of 16 years, April Hall, recalled when her husband was assigned to the Joint POW/MIA 
Command in Hawaii. “He helped people put closure on their losses, and they were very appreciative,” 
said April. 
 
Hall visited New Orleans in its previous life, but the acquaintance was casual, at best. “The city has a 
particular fascination for me, and that came from being sucked into reading Anne Rice novels, mostly 
based on settings in New Orleans.”  
 
Hall spent time with his brother there, but had little opportunity to “play tourist.” Rice’s family left New 
Orleans well ahead of Hurricane Katrina, and now, from San Diego, the author of The Witching Hour and 
Vampire Chronicles uses her Web site to plea for donations to humanitarian causes there. 
 
Sunday, Hall’s secular work acquired a spiritual connection, as he covered “an awesome, heartwarming 
story.” In Algiers, Reverend James Brown, pastor for 22 years of a modest church and congregation in 
the old neighborhood, rode out Hurricane Katrina. Before ministering to his little Greater St. Mary Baptist 

http://www.delrionewsherald.com/contact.lasso?ewcd=ce1a5e60166e5753ce5bf6c611f9883d6cd52c7094b6e1bf3d19ba99a17078b4c5dacf61481a6015
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Church, Brown lived in an “upscale” home on the other side of the Mississippi River. 
 
But, in the move to Algiers, his wife’s one passion about their small home was a pair of French doors, 
traditionally a basic, hinged, wood frame surrounding small panes of glass, top to bottom. Brown sent his 
wife and children to high, protected ground away from the city, and stayed to battle the storm.  
 
While Katrina’s one hundred forty-miles-per-hour winds raged, Brown held onto the precious doors, trying 
to keep them from shattering. When exhaustion took him, after five hours of struggle, he gave up. As if 
yielding was a signal, the winds immediately died, and the doors were left standing. Brown immediately 
left home and walked to his church’s fellowship hall and set up a food kitchen for survivors. 
 
Later Brown likened the episode to the Book of Genesis, verses 24-30, a scriptural story in which Jacob 
wrestled with an unrecognized foe, then said, “I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” 
 
The kitchen operated with candles and flashlights for a few days, then was reinforced with both power 
and cooks from the 1st Cavalry Division, “making this a robust operation,” Hall said. He escorted CNN 
New York, ABC Nightline and Good Morning America crews to the church Sunday, and the story was 
aired on Nightline at midnight Monday. 
 
Since the media broke the story under Hall’s introduction, help has flowed into Greater St. Mary Baptist 
Church. Hall reported Monday that Michael Martino, mayor of Tuckahoe, N.Y. “wants to throw his city’s 
full support behind the effort of the pastor’s soup kitchen.” Martino asked for a list of specific food and 
non-perishable items in need of distribution in Algiers, and promised an 18-wheel semi tractor-trailer to 
deliver the goods. 
 
Hall noticed another oddity of Hurricane Katrina last week. Seen as another spiritual “sign” in a city so 
devastated that “signs” are about all that’s left to notice, a statue of Christ survived the storm’s wrath. 
Nearly hidden in the courtyard behind the landmark St. Louis Cathedral on Jackson Square, old trees 
collapsed under the stress of wind and rain, crashing all around the statue.  
 
“About all he lost was his thumb and a pinky finger,” Hall said. The 307th Engineer Battalion of the 82nd 
Airborne Division cleaned up debris on the site, ensuring no further damage came to the statue. 
 
April Hall, first grade teacher at The Little Schoolhouse, is not surprised at what Ken notices under such 
circumstances. “At first, I was pretty nervous, afraid of the rising water when he left, and the diseases. 
But, it’s a little bit of an opportunity for him, because he really likes to help.” 
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From Algiers Point, a 287-year-old neighborhood that overlooks the famed New Orleans French Quarter, 
Capt. Ken Hall briefly flipped on a light in his vehicle Sunday night to make note of a News-Herald E-mail 
address.  
 
The 37-year-old Air Force officer is accustomed to media requests, and is in the thick of them in the 
devastated Crescent City. 
 
Hall, public affairs chief at Laughlin Air Force Base, was deployed from Laughlin last week, ostensibly 
headed for the badly damaged Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. Instead, he ended up at Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport, coordinating media activities for the U.S. Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division Joint Task Force – Katrina.  
 
The airport is nearly cleaned up after Hurricane Katrina’s devastating mess, and now slated to reopen for 
limited air traffic Tuesday.  
 
“Home” is hardly a description for Hall’s residence now at the Algiers Naval Support Activity, a historic 
military base south of the Mississippi River, and west of its wide, levied bend that forms the bowl of New 
Orleans. 
 
“It’s a little Spartan,” Hall said of his current living conditions, a likely understatement considering his 13 
years as a Marine before he joined the Air Force to become an officer.  
 
Meals for the 82nd and for Hall and other Air Force public affairs officers are typically MREs (Meals 
Ready to Eat), but an occasional hot meal is a welcome relief.  
 
Hall’s colleagues attached to the 82nd include Air Force public affairs chiefs, ranging from lieutenants to 
lieutenant colonels, from Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., Shepard Air Force Base, Texas, Robins Air Force 
Base, Ga., Charleston Air Force Base, S.C., and Tinker Air Force Base, Okla. 
 
Bedding consists of a sleeping bag, no cots.  
 
Showers are communal.  
 
“That’s an understatement,” Hall chuckled about competition for a brief, brisk dousing now and then.  
 
“Just out of courtesy, I think, most folks are taking one every second or third day, but, really, living 
conditions are secondary in everybody’s mind here.” 
 
Hall works daily with national network news crews, and the exposure has taken him to now legendary 
landmarks of the disaster.  
 
Saturday, he escorted CNN New York commentators and camera operators into a part of New Orleans 
called Lakeview before it actually became a dirty lake.  

http://www.delrionewsherald.com/contact.lasso?ewcd=4cbbc6166801a88b25cad00a7921cf08b385de0a55842d4783cae29e8b74e44f
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For three hours the party followed San Diego firefighters, house-to-house, on waterborne search-and-
rescue.  
 
“We made a lot of noise to see if anyone responded at every house,” Hall explained. If none, the 
firefighter used a chainsaw to carve through the roof to begin a search of everything above the water line. 
 
CNN reporter Tara Rosenblum wore protective clothing on the excursion, and declined to keep it when 
the trip was completed.  
 
“She was so affected by it all that she left her hip waders in Lakeview. She was afraid to take them 
home,” said Hall. 
 
Environmental conditions leave a lot to be desired, as so vividly described on television by the very media 
Hall is escorting. In his interpretation, what floats the boats is neither attractive nor safe.  
 
“The water is rancid, and the fumes off of it are nauseous, but they are our ‘air.’” Hall wears protective 
gloves during raft or boat trips. “I’ve heard of people being chemically burned just on contact with the 
floodwater, particularly near old chemical plants.” 
 
Temperatures and humidity, both in the low- to mid-90s, do nothing to mitigate the smell of sewage, fuel, 
and general rot in which the city is cloaked. 
 
Last week, Hall guided CBS News and Fox News crews into the now empty New Orleans Superdome. 
The crews are “imbedded” with the 82nd Airborne.  
 
“We were told we were the first media to go in there,” Hall said, explaining that the purpose of the visit 
was for health inspectors to “look around” and develop recommendations for the domed stadium.  
 
As Hall escorted media, federal agents with shotguns escorted the party. 
 
Still, Hall feels images of rampant and continuing scofflaw gangs have received too much airtime and play 
in the media.  
 
“The reported state of lawlessness is grossly exaggerated. But, that being said there is criminal activity 
that takes place.” 
 
As floodwaters recede, Humvees replace Zodiac boats as the mode of transportation for more of Hall’s 
excursions with officials and media representatives.  
 
Recently, his crew was hailed by a pair, “about college age, probably in their 20s,” who asked to be 
evacuated. The couple and their dog were loaded up and taken to the New Orleans Convention Center. 
 
“There they were first patted down for weapons by National Guard troops, and sent to medical triage for 
shots,” Hall said.  
 
What happens next is beyond Hall’s experience.  
 
“I’ve seen some leaving on gurneys with IVs, and some just riding away in buses. Those that are non-
ambulatory are loaded on helicopters for transportation to Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport, and then airlifted to other locations. 
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“I have no idea where they’re airlifted to. Just away from here.” 
 
Since the evacuations began when transportation finally became available after Katrina’s ravaging visit, 
more than 25,000 residents have been airlifted.  
 
“They’ve been triaged at the airport, and a combination of Air Force and Army medical teams have even 
had makeshift operating rooms at the airport,” Hall said. 
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Officials: Local disaster plan good, could be better 
 
The Enid News and Eagle 
 
12 September, 2005 
 
By Robert Barron Staff Writer 
 
 
The city of New Orleans experienced chaos last week after local, state and federal help did not 
materialize as soon as expected for victims of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Enid's emergency management director says that should not happen in Enid -- to an extent -- and an 
emergency plan already is in place. 
 
"Enid is prepared for what is most probable to hit us. We are not prepared for a disaster the magnitude of 
New Orleans," said Joey Slater, emergency management director for the city of Enid. 
 
Slater said if Enid reaches its maximum in resources -- involving people, goods and dollars -- a disaster 
declaration is prepared and waiting for the mayor's signature. 
 
The emergency declaration can be faxed or the state can be contacted before receiving the letter, and 
help will be on the way. The declaration activates all resources of the state, including National Guard, he 
said. 
 
If the governor believes the situation will overwhelm state resources, he will ask for a declaration of 
emergency from the federal government. 
 
All of these things can be done quickly, with paperwork following up later, Slater said. 
 
"I think we have a good enough working relationship with the state emergency management folks that 
they would respond," he said. 
 
 
 
Working as a team 
 
 
 
In developing a disaster reaction plan, Slater works closely with Mike Honigsberg, Garfield County 
emergency manager. 
 
Honigsberg agrees the procedures are in place, but he also does not think the area is prepared for a 
major disaster of the type that struck the Gulf Coast. 
 
He said he is planning a meeting of emergency managers and other officials to discuss the worst-case 
scenario and establish some flexible guidelines. 
 
"In the aftermath of a major hit there are a lot of things we need," he said, adding the "hit" could be 
tornado, flood or anything affecting the amount of people and resources that creates a major disaster. 
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What went wrong 
 
 
 
One problem in New Orleans was Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco waited 24 hours to assess the 
situation before requesting federal assistance, Slater said. 
 
"We can always call the state and post them by phone," Slater said. 
 
In New Orleans, Honigsberg said, the buck has to stop with the local officials, the emergency 
management director and the mayor. 
 
"Those plans are there for a reason. You have to pay attention and protect your people," he said. 
 
The federal government cannot come into an area until the state asks for federal help.That's what the 
declarations are about, Slater said. 
 
During the ice storm of 2002, the northwest Oklahoma area was declared a disaster area. 
 
"I prepared (a disaster declaration request) last winter when it looked like we were going to have an ice 
storm during the weekend, but it didn't happen," Slater said. 
 
Slater said it was a mistake for Blanco to wait 24 hours. 
 
"The top elected officials in the city and the parish and the governor have the responsibility to get 
additional resources," he said.  
 
Been there, done that 
 
 
 
Despite the fact Enid sits in the midst of tornado alley, flooding is the number one disaster on the local 
emergency master plan. 
 
Enid suffered through a severe flood in 1973 when Boggy Creek overflowed its banks and a large part of 
Enid's lowland area was under water, including portions of St. Mary's hospital facilities. 
 
There were nine fatalities in that flood,. 
 
 
 
The system is in place 
 
 
 
During a disaster, the emergency management director assists the mayor or city manager with decisions 
and gathering of key people. Declaring an emergency is ultimately the mayor's decision. 
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Slater works from the emergency operations center in the basement of the city administration building, 
and Enid National Guard Armory has been selected as an alternative location in the event the city 
building is destroyed. 
 
Enid also works closely with Vance Air Force Base emergency crews. They have a direct line to Vance 
Crisis Action Center, Slater said. 
 
Assessment and requests for assistance flows from the bottom up. 
 
In the event of a tornado, storm spotters are alert to the severity of the storms they watch. Sheriff's 
deputies and police and fire personnel are called out to areas damaged. 
 
"We also need cooperation from the Red Cross and Salvation Army and a pre-arrangement with churches 
who have kitchens for shelters for people. Then we will worry about getting food to them," Honigsberg 
said. 
 
The system is in place, but both emergency management directors say they hope they never have to 
know how well it will work.  
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Yearly fund-raising efforts are under way for United Way 
 
The Enid News and Eagle 
 
11 September, 2005 
 
By Scott Fitzgerald / Staff Writer 
 
 
Preparation for this year’s United Way Campaign includ that thankfully didn’t materialize. 
 
“When we began our campaign, setting our goals and getting our Pacesetter firms, doing the footwork, 
we had do this in February and the BRAC (Base Realign-ment and Clo-sure) decision had not been made 
yet,” said April Danahy, this year’s chairwoman for the United Way of Enid and Northwest Oklahoma 
campaign that raises money every fall throughout the community for its 15 service agencies. 
 
Vance Air Force Base survived being placed on the closure list three months later, much to the relief of 
the entire northwest Oklahoma community. 
 
That waiting period caused some anxiety, however. 
 
“We, the executive committee, had to be realistic and ask, ‘What if?’ We went ahead planning as if the 
base wasn’t going to close, but we did have a contingency plan. We were very thankful that we didn’t 
have to have that (base closure) as an option this year,” Danahy said. 
 
The importance of having reliable and strong social service ag-encies hits everyone throughout the 
country this year in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
American Red Cross and Salvation Army are United Way member agencies. 
 
People in Enid and the surrounding area know first-hand the value of service these agencies provide. 
 
“When you think about the Red Cross or Salvation Army or any of our agencies that respond to a natural 
or man-made disasters, you have to look no further than our ice storm in 2002. Agencies localized and 
mobilized quickly, providing shelter and locations of electricity for many,” Danahy said. 
 
The hurricane struck an area more than 800 miles away from Enid, but United Way member agencies 
sprung into action immediately. 
 
“You can tell what a lending hand they can give to a sister agency in another part of the country. We’re 
acting locally on a national level,” Danahy said about the effort here to assist Katrina victims. 
 
This year’s campaign goal is $655,000 which is a $5,000 increase from the previous year. 
 
In 2004, United Way volunteers raised $680,000. It was a “special year,” said executive director Allan 
McCobb about the record amount that shattered a 1985 campaign amount of $677,000. 
 
When McCobb uses the word “special,” he refers to the fact that in 2004 five business owners who 
wished to remain anonymous pledged $25,000 as part of a matching fund for new dollars raised in the 
campaign. That added about $50,000 to the campaign. 
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Matching fund amounts are not benchmarks every year, so the need to raise a little extra this year was 
necessary, McCobb said. 
 
Some of the means to raise campaign money this year are similar to what outgoing campaign chairman 
Chad Dillingham utilized a year earlier — such as retaining more loan executives to assist in-house 
business coordinators with their campaigns. 
 
Loan executives will be accompanied by agency heads in visiting individual businesses to answer any 
employee questions that arise about donating, McCobb said. 
 
“The big thing we rely on every year are our in-house coordinators. They are the ones who coordinate the 
in-house (business) campaigns. We rely realistically on about 200 of these volunteers every year,” 
McCobb said. 
 
The popular communty chili cook-off will be Oct. 21 in the Cherokee Strip Conference Center. This year’s 
theme is “It’s Your Fantasy.” 
 
Danahy said United Way campaign volunteers are hoping to finish their campaign drives by Oct. 31. 
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Tyndall disaster unit skirts red tape  
 

By Faith Ford  
News Herald Writer 522-5114 / fford@pcnh.com  
 
TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE  
   From earthquake-shaken Iran to war-torn Kosovo, and now, Katrina-stricken Louisiana 
and Mississippi, the calls for help come in from around the world.  
   “It almost feels like if someone dials 9-1-1, it rings on our desk,” said Wayland Patterson, 
a civilian and one of the voices on the end of the line at the U.S. Air Force Civil Engineer 
Support Agency, or AFCESA, at Tyndall Air Force Base.  
   Patterson is among a handful of Tyndall-based managers for the Air Force Contract 
Augmentation Program known as AFCAP.  
   When assistance is needed in the event of a disaster like Hurricane Katrina, the 
emergency response program cuts through the usual red tape to speed up the contracting 
process and get non-military aid in fast.  
   Since its inception in 1997, AFCAP has grown to provide more than $1 billion in aid for 
customers including federal, state and local government agencies. Funding from different 
entities funnels through the contract program to private industry.  
   “We get the requirement from the customer. We make sure it fits. Then we send it over to 
contracting with the money from the customer,” said Senior Master Sgt. Garry Berry, the 
program manager.  
   AFCAP managers at Tyndall, Patterson said, were on the line with the Keesler Air Force 
Base command center as Katrina rushed the Gulf Coast more than two weeks ago. Keesler 
is located about a block from the coast in Biloxi, Miss.  
   Damage estimates at the base run as high as $500 million.  
   The Air Force has requested $34.1 million in relief through AFCAP. As of Tuesday morning, 
Berry said 258 responders had been sent to the area, care of the program’s primary 
contractor, Panama City-based Readiness Management Support.  
   Responders are working on everything from roof repairs to mold removal and detailed 
damage assessment on residential structures and office space. It took about a year and a 
half for the base to recover after Hurricane Georges hit in 1998.  
   “I would say you could probably double that this time,” Patterson said.  
   In addition to work at the installation, $1.1 million in food services is being provided 
through AFCAP at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.  
   Patterson said a number of other requests have come in such as building a 4,000-person 
camp in Gulfport, Miss.  
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